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ABSTRACT 
 
In May 2012 breeding birds were investigated in the floodplains and meadows along the Pripyat near 
Turov in Belarus (Fig. 1). It was an initial attempt in the area of an investigation where results of nest 
searches and the method of mapping of birds showing breeding behavior were combined. Nest 
searches were directed to waders, terns, gulls and some other waterbirds in open landscape, while 
mapping was directed to all species in all landscapes.In mid-May an area of 430 ha was visited at 
least one time in the best period of the day and observations of the end of May were added (Fig.2).  
A total of 74 breeding species with 2655 ‘pairs’ were counted (Table 2), with Western Yellow Wagtail 
(344 pairs),Common Redshank (284), Northern Lapwing (240), Sand Martin (234) and White-winged 
Tern (155) as the most abundant species.Species maps show concentrations of breeding birds on the 
floodplains and meadows (1889 pairs, 71% of the population)and less so in marshland (620 pairs, 
23%) and woodland (146 pairs, 6%).Results are explained in an annotated list of breeding species, 
inclusive information of breeding in 2008-2011 and of breeding in the near surroundings. 
Observations of non-breeding species are added.The outcome of the investigation seems fairly 
reliable and the methods and results are briefly discussed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nest searches and the APB-guesthouse 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
At the requestof Akhova Ptushak Belarusi (APB), Birdlife partner in Belarus, Dutch birdwatchers were 
invited to take part in the investigation of breeding birds in the Important Bird Area (IBA) along the 
Pripyat river near Turov.The area near Turov consists of floodplains and meadows with a large 
population of breeding waders and other waterbirds. A part of the area is managed by APB. 
The aim of the investigation was to assist Belarusian researchers with censussingbreeding waders 
and waterbirds by nests searches and ringing of nestlings. In 2012 two groups of 6-7 persons took 
part in the research between 13-17 and 27-29 May. In 2011 three groups assisted in the research. 
 
In Turov breeding waders and other waterbirds were investigated by means of nest searches. As a 
method of quantitative investigation of a breeding bird population nest searches is rarely used today 
in The Netherlands (except for colony breeding species and specific research). As a consequence the 
knowledge and experience of nest searches and identification of eggs and nestlings is largely 
disappeared among Dutch birdwatchers. In this respect we have learned a lot from our Belarusian 
counterparts. On the other hand a reliable investigation of the total breeding population by nest 
searches is not feasible for most species, especially not for passerines. For that purpose mapping of 
birds that show breeding behavior is a good alternative (Bibby et al. 2000, Gilbert et al. 1998). In that 
method most Dutch birdwatchers are well equipped, since most breeding bird investigations (for 
monitoring) in the Netherlands are carried out that way (van Dijk & Boele 2011). Especially when 
passerines are involved, knowledge of the song and various calls is essential.  
Through experience gained in 2011, a plan was conceived to investigate all breeding species by a 
combination of nest searches for waders, waterbirds etc. and mapping method for all species. Nest 
searches were carried out in almost treeless floodplains and meadows andthe mapping method in all 
landscapes. This is important because a part of the landscape consists of various scrub and woodland 
habitats. Prerequisite for this is enough participants with sufficient knowledge and experience and 
that observations can be precisely recordedat maps. These knowledge and experience were 
expected to be available among most participants. Regarding the maps, since the beginning of 2012 
new and very much improved satellite images from Google Earth were available, so suitable maps 
could be inferred. 
In mid-May we succeeded to cover large parts of the floodplains and meadows by nest searches 
and/or mapping. Observations of the end of May contributed to the completeness of the research.  
Our results, although far from a complete census, will give a fairly good impression of the remarkable 
avifauna of the area near Turov. 
 
We traveled by train from the Netherlands to Brest at the Polish-Belarusian border and vice-versa. 
Transport between Brest and Turov was by minibus. In Turov we stayed in the APB-guesthouse just 
alongside the floodplains. Compared with 2011 luxury had increased in the guesthouse with five new 
beds and a shower. On the first days in Turov we received instructions, maps and other materials 
from Viktar Fenchuk, head of APB (Appendix 4) and Natalya Karlionova and Pavel Pinchuk of the 
ringing station. Nest searching took place on 13, 14 and 27-29 May and most of the mapping in the 
period 12-17 May. Besides census work, we also visited some areas in the surrounding of Turov and 
made canoe trips on the rivers Sluch, Ubrtz and Pripyat. 
 
Special thanks to Viktar Fenchuk for invited us to the beautiful area of Turov and to Natalya 
Karlionova, Pavel Pinchuk and also Viktar for their support, help, hospitality, information, 
arrangements with the authorities etc. Natalya kindly provided numbers of nests found in the study 
area in 2008-2011. 
A lot of thanks are owed to Florrie de Pater for all the organization, contacts and hospitality. Thanks 
to Merijn van Leeuwen, Niko Jonker, Piet Veel and Jip Binsbergen who invited us in the Belarusian 
world. 
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Figure 1. Study area along the Pripyat near Turov in Belarus (Google Earth 2011). 1 - APB-guesthouse, 
2 - Ringing station, 3 Northeast part of Turovand 4Kremnoe (Kрeмнoe/KP3MHA). 
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2 AREA 
 
The lowland river Pripyat flows in the south of Belarus from west to east and ends in the Djnepper 
river not far from Chernobyl.It is the largest floodplain tract of the region. A stretch of the Pripyat of 
about 120 km long, between Pinsk in the west and somewhat east from Turov in the east, is an 
Important Bird AreaMid Prypiac’(IBA BY017). The IBA is 4-14 km wide and 98 676 ha. The site has 
preserved its naturalness well and natural vegetation covers about 92% of the area. The Mid 
Prypiac’is very important for its primeval floodplain forests and meadows and of course for its 
breedingand non-breeding birds (Appendix 3). Floodplains and meadows are called poima in 
Belarusian. 
An area of 672 ha near Turov is a separate IBA Turaῠskaje balonnie (BY046; 52o 4.93' North 27o 
44.40' East) and is composed of a western (210 ha), central (207 ha) and eastern poima (255 ha) 
(Figure 1). Our study area comprises approximately 62 % of Turaῠskaje balonnie and is divided in the 
Central poima 222 ha (inclusive 15 ha poima near the APB-guesthouse, but outside IBA) and the 
Eastern poima 210 ha (exclusive 45 ha shrub and woodland in the east near Kremnoe). The western 
poima was not studied. 
The Central and Eastern poima largely consists of open floodplains, wet and dryer open meadows, 
open swampy waters and flowing rivers, with peat and sandy soils. The western part of the Central 
poima, the eastern part of the Eastern poima and some small patches along the Pripyat and along 
the dike between Turov and Kremnoeare partly overgrown with scrub mostly of willow, alder and 
poplar trees.  
The Central poima is managed by the APB. Scrub of willow was recently removed and sometimes 
there is grazing by cattle. In the area near the guesthouse and Turov local farmers let some cattle 
graze. 
In mid May 2012 the level of the river water corresponds to what is depicted in the satellite image in 
figure 1. In the course of May, the level dropped at least 50 cm. 
In May the area along the branch of the river that flows along Turov as well as the track along the 
Pripyat in the Eastern poima were visited by fishermen and other people for recreation or otherwise, 
sometimes with cars, which caused disturbance among breeding birds. 
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White-winged Tern (29 May 2011)  
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Figure 2. Study area with numbered counting units in May 2012. 
 
 
 
 
Table 1. Census surveys per counting unit in May 2012. Counters are: AD Arend J. van Dijk, AK, Ad 
Kolen, BA Ben Akkermans, EZ Eveline Zijderveld, EZp Ed Zijp, FH Frank van den Haak, JD Jan Dijk, JS 
Jeroen Steenbergen, JtD Joop ten Dam, KR Kees de Rijk, MP Marijn Prins, NK Natalya Karlionova, PL 
Pim Leemreise, RV Reinoud Vermoolen, VF Viktar Fenchuk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Counting Date Time Counter Nest Mapping

unit searches  

1 13 May 5h00 7h30 AD, AK, BA, PL x

2 14 May 5h00 7h00 AD, PL x

3 13 May 12h00 16h00 AD, AK, BA, EZ, JD, KR, PL, VF x x

4 14 May 10h30 16h00 AD, AK, BA, EZ, JD, KR, PL x x

5 17 May 19h00 21h00 AD x

6 12 May 13h00 16h00 JD, KR  x

6 14 May 9h30 10h30 AD, PL  x

7 12 May 16h00 20h00 AD, AK, BA, EZ, JD, KR, NK, PL, VF x x

7 13 May 19h00 21h00 AD, PL x x

8 14 May 7h00 8h00 AD, PL  x

9 12 May 5h30 12h00 AD, AK, BA, EZ, JD, KR x

10 17 May 10h30 14h30 AD x

11 15 May 4h30 9h30 AD, EZ, JD, PL x

1-11 13-17 May additions AD, AK, BA, EZ, JD, KR, PL x

3,4,5,7,10 27-29 May 10h00 15h00 EZp, FH, JS, JtD, MP, RV x x

1-11 27-29 May additions EZp, FH, JS, JtD, MP, RV  x
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3 METHOD 
 
Nest searches 
In Turov local researchers investigate waders, terns and gulls and some additional species by nest 
searches. In May 2012 we have participated in the research according the method laid down in 
‘Notes on procedures for nest control and ringing at Turau meadows’ (Appendix 1). In the first day 
we were instructed in the field by Viktar Fenchuk, Natalya Karlionova and Pavel Pinchuk.Nest 
searches were carried out in the Central and Eastern poima (Figure 2 and Table 1) and were 
conducted during good weather conditions (i.e. no rain, little wind and temperature > 10o C) and 
when the vegetation was dry, in practice between 10h00 and 16h00. 
Counting units were systematically covered by 6-8 counters slowly walking side by side in a row. The 
distance between counters was 3-10 m, depending the density of the vegetation. Found nests were 
marked with GPS coordinates and a stick with a unique number. The name of the species, the 
number of eggs and the condition of eggs were noted. If in doubt of the species a photo of the nest 
was taken for identification. Colonies of gulls and terns were marked with GPS coordinates in the 
middle of the colony. Nest of ducks and most other species were not marked with sticks. 
Of repeated found nests, the number of the nest, breeding species etc. and the condition of eggs 
were determined (e.g. hatching started, apparently abandoned). If no eggs were in the nest, possible 
clues were examined if the eggs were hatched (small parts of eggs in the nest) or were subject of 
predation (large parts of eggshells with contents of eggs in or near the nest). If chicks were in or near 
the nest, the nest was described and chicks were ringed (on right tibia). Also chicks not linked to a 
nest site were ringed and the location marked.  
Counting units 3, 4 and 7.were examined on 12-14 May and parts of the units 3, 4, 7 and 10 on 27-29 
May. Nest searches on May 17 were canceled because of a thunderstorm. Every day observations of 
nests were reported at the ringing station. 
 
Mapping of breeding birds 
During nest searches and special visits to other areas were no nests were searched (i.e. various scrub, 
woodland and marshy habitats; Figure 2, Table 1), all potential breeding birds showing breeding 
behavior were noted on the map, according the mapping method (Bibby et al.2000, van Dijk & Boele 
2011, Gilbert et al. 1998 and Südbeck et al. 2005).Maps were derived of magnified copies of satellite 
images of Google Earth (scale 1:3500 up to 1:5500). 
The majority of the observations were singing and displaying birds, and the rest consists of various 
types of records ranging from nest with eggs or young, parents with fledged young, anxiety calls from 
adults, adults visiting probable nest-site, nest-building, agitated adults to presence of a pair in 
suitable nesting habitat. These observations were considered territories. The fieldwork concentrated 
on the location of individuals of the same species that were seen or heard simultaneously. A key 
feature of analyses is the assumption that territory boundaries fall between such records.In open 
field most breeding birds can be seen or heard in an area of approximately 200-300 m (100-150 m at 
each side). In scrub and woodland habitats this zone often diminished to 50 m. 
When a nest was found, the parents (male or female) nearby were included and not separately 
mapped. Also possible double counts a day later or so in the same location were avoided. In mid-May 
the number of pairs of colony breeding species was determined by the highest counted number of 
individuals above a certain colony. This number, divided by two was taken as the number of pairs.  
Between 12-17 May all counting units were fully covered during the best time of the day. Open 
landscapes were visited in the morning and afternoon, and scrub, woodland and marsh habitats early 
in the morning, started before dawn when most bird activity peaks very markedly. Between 27-29 
May most observations were gathered during nest searches at midday and these observations were 
added to the results of Mid-May. The total number of breeding birds per species consists of 
confirmed, probable and possible breeding records and are summarized under the term 'pairs'.  
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4 RESULTS 
 
4.1 Totals 
In May 2012 at the Central and Eastern poima a total of 74 breeding species with 2655 pairs were 
counted (Table 2). The most abundant species with more than 100 pairs were: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eight species have 50-99 pairs (e.g. Eurasian Skylark, Garganey and Great Snipe)andsixteen species 
10-49 pairs (e.g. Corn Crake, Terek Sandpiper). The majority of the species however have numbers up 
to ten pairs. 
Concerning the habitat preference, breeding numbers of species on the floodplains and meadows 
predominated with 1889 pairs (71%). Marshland birds were outnumbered with 620 pairs (23%) as 
was the case with woodland birds with 146 pairs (6%). Regarding the number of species, woodland 
habitat scores with 30 species (40%) slightly higher than flood plain and meadows with 27 species 
(37%). 
The total number of all breeding species (possible, probable and certain) in the study area, inclusive 
the species recorded in the near surroundings of the study area in 2008-2011 is approximately 110. 
 
4.2 Annotated list of species 
Of all breeding bird species (names inbold) in the study area information is given about the number 
of pairs, breeding behavior, breeding evidence, habitat and other remarks. The distribution of 
species in the Central and Eastern poima is recorded on maps.Observations of apparently non-
breeding birds and migrants in the study area and observations of presumably breeding birds in the 
surrounding areas are listed as well. The same apply for additional information of breeding birds 
from 2008-2011, especially if a species was not found breeding in 2012. Observations of 2008-2011 
were derivedfrom the number of nests found in 2008-2011 (Appendix 2), the reports of Jeroen 
Steenbergen 7-12 May 2011, Marijn van Leeuwen et al. and Ronald Messemaker, both 4-10 June 
2010 and other sources of the period 28 May-1 June 2011. 
The northeast part of Turov, the district between APB -guesthouse, the poima and the canal trough 
Turov (Figure 1), was regularly visited and of some species the approximate (minimum) number 
ofpairs could be established. In the text this area is called NE-Turov. The same apply for the village of 
Kremnoe and the area on the south side along the dike between Turov and this village. 
 
English, scientific, Russian, Belarusian and Dutch names of birds and the sequence are conform 
International Ornithological Congress (Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2012). 
  

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 344

Common Redshank Tringa totanus 284

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 240

Sand Martin Riparia riparia 234

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 155

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 137

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 112

Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 103

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 102
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Table 2. Number of breeding birds counted in May 2012 in the Central and Eastern poima near Turov. 

 
 
 
Mute SwanCygnus olor   Лебедь-шипун Лебедзь-шыпун  Knobbelzwaan 
1 pair. Female at nest, male nearby. 
 
Common ShelduckTadorna tadorna Пеганка  Пярэстая качка  Bergeend 
13 May 2 flying over Central poima; no indication of  
breeding. 
 
Gadwall Anas strepera   Серая утка Качка-неразня  Krakeend 
13 pairs. Two nests (8-10 eggs) in dry grass vegetation. Courtship and displaying flights of males and pairs, 
chasing, calling noisily and pairs in suitable nesting habitat. 
 
Eurasian WigeonAnas penelope  Свиязь  Качка-свіцьва  Smient 
1 pair. 13-15 May 1 male, sometimes displaying. Probably breeding bird. 
 
MallardAnas platyrhynchos  Кряква  Крыжанка  Wilde Eend 
61 pairs. 16 nests (5-9 eggs) mainly in dry grass vegetation. Courtship and displaying pairs and males, pairs in 
suitable nesting habitat. Somewhat clustered distribution. 

Species Number Species Number

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 1 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 6

Gadwall Anas strepera 13 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 4

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 1 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 3

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 61 Azure Tit Cyanistes cyanus 3

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 65 Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 4

Garganey Anas querquedula 73 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 98

Common Pochard Aythya ferina 25 Sand Martin Riparia riparia 234

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 7 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 14

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 2 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 1

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 2 Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides 1

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 1 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 1

Corn Crake Crex crex 27 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 137

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 5 Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 1

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 11 Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 3

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 12 River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis 2

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 13 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 6

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 240 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 5

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 48 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 13

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 4 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 16

Great Snipe Gallinago media 50 Common Blackbird Turdus merula 1

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 23 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 1

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 112 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 1

Common Redshank Tringa totanus 284 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 14

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 2 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 52

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 13 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 1

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 102 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 5

Little Tern Sternula albifrons 36 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 344

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 55 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 3

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 77 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 3

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 155 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 16

Black Tern Chlidonias niger 8 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 2

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 2 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 3

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 2 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina 2

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 1 Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 8

Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 1 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 5

Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus 2 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 103
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Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata Широконоска Качка-лапаноска Slobeend 
65 pairs. 13 nests (7-12 eggs) in dry grass vegetation. Courtship and displaying flights of males and pairs (max. 
group 12 males, 1 female), chasing, calling noisily and pairs in suitable nesting habitat. Clustered distribution.  
 
Northern PintailAnas acuta  Шилохвость Качка-шылахвостка Pijlstaart 
Not observed in May 2012. In 2011 five nests in Central and Eastern poima. 
 
GarganeyAnas querquedula  Чирок-трескунок Качка-чырка Zomertaling 
73 pairs. 12 nests (3-12 eggs) in dry grass vegetation. Courtship and displaying flights of males and pairs (max. 
group 11 males, 5 females), chasing, calling noisily and pairs in suitable nesting habitat. Somewhat clustered 
distribution. Two other pairs in pools near Kremnoe. In 2011 eleven nests recorded. 
 
Eurasian TealAnas crecca  Чирок-свистунок Качка-цыранка Wintertaling 
13 May 1 male; no indication of breeding. 
 
Common PochardAythya ferina  Красноголовый нырок Нырок-сівак Tafeleend 
25 pairs. 1 nest (5 eggs). Courtship and displaying flights, chasing, calling noisily and pairs in suitable nesting 
habitat. Clustered distribution. Possibly partly non-breeding birds. 
 
Tufted DuckAythya fuligula  Хохлатая чернеть Чубаты нырок Kuifeend 
7 pairs. Displaying, chasing and pairs in suitable nesting habitat. Concentrated at one location. In 2011 two 
nests found. 
 
Common GoldeneyeBucephala clangula Гоголь  Звычайны гогаль Brilduiker 
Not observed in May 2012. In 2011 one nest was found. 
 
Little GrebeTachybaptus ruficollis Малая поганка  ?  Dodaars 
Not observed in May 2012. In 2009 one nest was found. 
 
Black-necked GrebePodiceps nigricollis Черношейная поганка Чарнашыйная коўра Geoorde Fuut 
2 pairs. On May 14 one nest with 4 eggs, another empty. No adults seen. Nests in colony of Black-headed Gulls. 
In 2011 five nests were found. 
 
Black StorkCiconia nigra   Чёрный аист  Чорны бусел Zwarte Ooievaar 
Regularly 1-3 feeding birds often on banks of Pripyat. Some behaved as breeding birds (feeding flights). 
Probably breeding in poima north of Pripyat. 
 
White StorkCiconia ciconia  Белый аист  Белы бусел Ooievaar  
Regularly feeding flights to poima from at least five nest in Turov and two in Kremnoe. 
 
 
 

 
Nests of Northern Shoveler (14 May 2012), Garganey (29 May 2011)and Black-necked Grebe (14 May 2012). 
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Eurasian BitternBotaurus stellaris Большая выпь  Чапля-бугай Roerdomp 
One regularly booming bird in marsh northeast of Central poima north of Pripyat. In 2011 two booming birds 
north of Central and Eastern poimaand one near Kremnoe. 
 
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus  Волчок   Чапля-лазянік Woudaap 
17 May 1 observed just east of Kremnoe. In 2011 in the same area a calling bird and another in the Central 
poima near the bridge in Turov. 
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Grey HeronArdea cinerea  Серая цапля  Шэрая чапля Blauwe Reiger 
Daily 5-15 foraging (sub)adult birds; no indication of breeding. 
 
Great EgretArdea alba  Большая белая цапля Вялікая белая чапля Grote Zilverreiger 
Daily 5-25 foraging birds, but 105 on May 16. Most likely breeding birds from colony far north of the Pripyat. 
 
Great CormorantPhalacrocorax carbo Большой баклан  Вялікі баклан Aalscholver 
Daily 5-10 foraging (sub)adult birds in Pripyat and other waters or flying. 
 
Western OspreyPandion haliaetus Скопа   ?  Visarend 
13 May 1 flying north. 
 
Black KiteMilvus migrans  Чёрный коршун  Чорны каршун Zwarte Wouw 
13 May 1 flying above poima. 
 
White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla Орлан-белохвостАрлан-белахвост Zeearend 
Almost daily 1-2 feeding (sud)adults in poima. Possibly breeding birds. 
 
Western Marsh HarrierCircus aeruginosus Болотный лунь Балотны лунь Bruine Kiekendief 
2 pairs. Regularly 1-2 males and females feeding in poima. Some birds were individually recognizable. Probable 
nesting sites marked on the map. 
 
Hen HarrierCircus cyaneus  Полевой лунь  Палявы лунь Blauwe Kiekendief 
26 May 2 near Turov. 
 
Montagu's HarrierCircus pygargus Луговой лунь  Поплаўны лунь Grauwe Kiekendief 
1 pair. 15 and 17 May a male foraging. Possible nesting site marked on the map. 
 
Eurasian SparrowhawkAccipiter nisus Перепелятник Шуляк-карагольчык Sperwer 
13 and 14 May a hunting male and female were seen in Central poima and on 17 May a female wheeling above 
Eastern poima. Probably breedingin woodland habitats nearby. 
 
Lesser Spotted EagleAquila pomarina Малый подорлик Малы арлец Schreeuwarend 
14 May one at distance north of Central poima. 
 
Greater Spotted EagleAquila clanga Большой подорлик Вялікі арлец Bastaardarend 
13 May one above Central poima and 31 May one near APB-guesthouse. 
 
Common KestrelFalco tinnunculus Обыкновенная пустельга ? Torenvalk 
Not observed in 2012. In May-June 2011 three observations; possibly local breeding birds. 
 
Eurasian HobbyFalco subbuteo  Чеглок   Сокал-кабец Boomvalk 
Not observed in 2012. In 2011 two observations in May; possibly local breeding birds. 
 
Peregrine FalconFalco peregrinus  Сапсан  Сокал-падарожнік Slechtvalk 
Not observed in 2012. In 2011 One observation on May 8. 
 
Corn CrakeCrex crex   Коростель  Драч  Kwartelkoning 
28 pairs. In period 12-17 May daily new arrivals. Numbers in Central poima (counted 13-14 May) probably 
underestimated. Calling birds mainly in wet grassland. Also three calling along south side of dike between 
Turov and Kremnoe, three at north side of Pripyat and two just east of Eastern poima. In May 2011 tens of 
calling Corn Crakes and in June only a dozen; in 2009 two and in 2011 three nests were found. In beginning of 
June 2010 daily 3-12 birds heard. 
 
Little CrakePorzana parva  Малый погоныш Малы пагоніч Klein Waterhoen 
Not observed 2012. On 5 June 2010 one calling in Central poima near Turov; probable breeding bird. 
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Spotted CrakePorzana porzana  Погоныш Звычайны пагоніч Porseleinhoen 
5 pairs in wet grassland. Apparently new arrivals in mid-May. In 2011 between 7-12 May tens of calling birds, 
but 28 May-1 June only two. In 2011 19 nests were found. In 4-12 June 2010 tens of calling birds, mainly in 
Central poima, and two nests found (one with 11 eggs). 
 
Common MoorhenGallinula chloropus Камышница  ?  Waterhoen 
11 pairs according to observations of displaying pairs and calls. Also two pairs near Kremnoe.  
 
Eurasian CootFulica atra   Лысуха   Лыска  Meerkoet 
12 pairs largely distributed in area near APB-guesthouse. Displaying birds, (fighting) pairs in suitable nesting 
habitat and nestbuilding. In 2011 five nests were found. 
 
Common CraneGrus grus  Серый журавль Шэры журавель  Kraanvogel 
Observed on May 26. In May-June 2010-2011 regularly 1-3 feeding birds; possibly breeding birds. 
 
Eurasian OystercatcherHaematopus ostralegus Кулик-сорока Крывок  Scholekster 
13 pairs. Four nest (2-4 eggs), agitated behavior and anxiety calls from adults and pair observed in suitable 
nesting habitat. Prefers short vegetation for nesting and often seen on sandy river banks. Both n 2009 and 2011 
twonests found. 
 
Northern LapwingVanellus vanellus  Чибис  Кнігаўка  Kievit 
240 pairs. Together with Common Redshank the most numerous wader. In mid-May 25 nests (3-4 eggs) and at 
least 8 pairs with 1-3 chicks. Often agitated behavior and anxiety calls from adults. At the end of May 7 nests 
(1-4 eggs). Prefers short vegetation for nesting.In 2011 214 nests were found. 
 
Common Ringed PloverCharadrius hiaticula Галстучник Вялікі зуёк Bontbekplevier 
48 pairs. 16 nests (2-4 eggs). On May 14 two pairs with 1 and 3 just hatched chicks. Mostly displaying birds or 
agitated behavior and anxiety calls from adults and sometimes injury-feigning. Concentrated at higher sandy 
ridges with short and sparse vegetation. In 2008, 2009 and 2011 per year 9-22 nests were found. 
 
Little Ringed PloverCharadrius dubius  Малый зуёк Малы зуёк Kleine Plevier 
4 pairs at or very close to sandy banks. Displaying and anxiety calls.  
 
Eurasian WoodcockScolopax rusticola  Вальдшнеп Слонка  Houtsnip 
Not observed in 2012. On May 31 2011 one flushed in woodland in north side of Pripyat. Possibly a breeding 
bird. 
 
Great SnipeGallinago media   Дупель  Дубальт  Poelsnip 
Approximately 50 pairs. Four nests (3-4 eggs). 12-15 displaying birds on lekking arena in the Central poima. In 
2012 the number of lekking snipes in the Eastern poima was not counted, but in May-June 2011 at least 20 
displaying males were seen here. Considering the 126 observations of Great Snipes during nest searches, 
suggests a larger population than the number of lekking males. Perhaps there is a second lek in the Central 
poima. In 2011 eleven nests were found. 
 
Common SnipeGallinago gallinago  Бекас  Бакас  Watersnip 
23 pairs. Displaying males, sometimes two together. Scattered distribution in wet habitats. Also 5 displaying 
males in the vicinity of Kremnoe. In 2009 and also 2011 two nests were found. 
 
Black-tailed GodwitLimosa limosa Большой веретенник  
    Вялікі грыцук Grutto 
112 pairs. 16 nests (2-4 eggs). Agitated behavior and anxiety calls from 
adults an some displaying flights. Distribution concentrated in moist and 
wet grassland. Also two pairs on poima near Kremnoe. In 2009 ten nests 
recorded and in 2011 nine. 
 
 
  Predated nest of Black-tailed Godwit (14 May 2012) 
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WhimbrelNumenius phaeopus  Средний кроншнеп Сярэдні кулён Regenwulp 
Not observed in 2012. On May 8 2011 one observation. 
 
Spotted RedshankTringa erythropus Щёголь   Кулік-шчогаль Zwarte Ruiter 
In mid-May daily 2-15 foraging birds. At the end of May none.  
 
Common RedshankTringa totanus Травник   Кулік-случок Tureluur 
284 pairs. Together with Northern Lapwing the most numerous wader. In mid-May 29 nests (2-4 eggs) and at 
least 8 pairs with 1-4 chicks. Often agitated behavior and anxiety calls from adults and displaying pairs in 
suitable nesting habitat. Distributed in moist and wet grasslands near open water and nest often in tussock. 
Also 4 pairs in the vicinity of Kremnoe. In 2011 132 nests were recorded. 
 
Marsh SandpiperTringa stagnatilis Поручейник Кулік-паручайнік Poelruiter 
2 pairs. 27-29 May displaying flights and anxiety calls from adults. In mid-May one observation. In 2011 two 
nests were discovered. 
 
Common GreenshankTringa nebularia Большой улит Кулік-селянец  Groenpootruiter 
13-17 May daily 2-20 foraging birds and at the end of May only one. 
 
Green SandpiperTringa ochropus       Черныш     Кулік-чарняк      Witgat 
13-17 May 1-2 foraging birds. 
 
Wood SandpiperTringa glareola     Фифи     Кулік-цякун Bosruiter 
13-15 May daily 30-50 foraging and regularly some displaying individuals, 
mainly in Central poima. No indication of breeding. 
 
Terek SandpiperXenus cinereus  МородункаКулік-марадунка 
       Terekruiter 
13 pairs. Three nests (4 eggs) often near some rubbish. Displaying and 
anxiety calls from adults. Scattered distribution often on higher sandy 
ridges.On May 17 four pairs anxiety calling on northern bank of Pripyat 
opposite the Eastern poima. Birds of both sides cross the river, so not clear 
if this were the same or extra pairs. Also 3 pairs along Pripyat in Western 
Poima. In 2009 twelve nests were discovered and in 2011 four.  Terek Sandpiper (1 June 2011) 
 
Common SandpiperActitis hypoleucosПеревозчикКулік-перавозчык  Oeverloper 
1 pair. May 17 one displaying pair at sandy bank of Pripyat. Probably local breeding birds. Mid-May daily 1-3 
foraging birds. 
 
Little StintCalidris minuta  Кулик-воробей Малы кіркун  Kleine Strandloper 
12-14 and 17 May 7-15 foraging in Central poima. 
 
Temminck's StintCalidris temminckiiБелохвостый песочникБелахвосты пясочнік Temmincks Strandloper 

12-13, 17 and 28 May 1-5 foraging in Central poima. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea Краснозобик Чырвонаваллёвік Krombekstrandloper 
13 May 7 foraging with Dunlins in Central poima. 
 
DunlinCalidris alpina    Чернозобик Вялікі кіркун Bonte Strandloper 
12-15 May daily 50-200 foraging in Central poima. On 13 and 14 May some birds in summer plumage showed 
displaying flights, but no indication of breeding.  
 
Broad-billed SandpiperLimicola falcinellus  Грязовик Кулік-гразевік Breedbekstrandloper 
27-29 May 1-4 birds foraging and caught in cages. 
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RuffPhilomachus pugnax   Турухтан Баталён  Kemphaan 
Not found breeding in 2012. In 2011 two nests were found. In period 12-15 May 2012 100-300 feeding flocks 
mainly in Central poima. On the evening of 12 May 540 birds flew eastwards to their nocturnal roost, possibly 
on north bank of the Pripyat opposite the Eastern poima. 
 
Black-headed GullChroicocephalus ridibundus Озёрная чайка Чайка-рыбачка Kokmeeuw 
102 pairs. On 14 May nests contained 1 egg (5 nests), 2 eggs (38 nests), 2 eggs (49 nests), 4 eggs (2 nests) and 8 
nests were empty. In the colony five dead (sub)adults were found. At the end of May most nests were empty, 
excepttwo nests with each 1 egg. In the Western poima and the opposite poima near Turov a colony of 200 
pairs together with Common Terns. In 2009 in the colony 467 nests were counted and in 2011 648.  
 
Little GullHydrocoloeus minutus   Малая чайка Малая чайка Dwergmeeuw 
Not observed in 2012. In 2011 one observation on May 8. 
 
Mew GullLarus canus    Сизая чайка Шызая чайка Stormmeeuw 
May 28 one flying over. 
 
Caspian GullLarus cachinnans   Хохотунья Чайка-рагатуха Pontische Meeuw 
12-17 May daily 1-10 subadults 
 
Little TernSternula albifrons   Малая крачка Малая крычка Dwergstern 
36 pairs. 19 nest (2-3 eggs) 6 in mid-May and 13 at the end of May. Courtship and displaying pairs, agitated 
behavior and anxiety calls from adults. Nesting site on dry sandy ridges with sparse vegetation concentrated in 
Central poima. On May 12 at dawn an assemblage of 60 Little Terns were observed on sandy bank in Central 
poima. In 2011 30 nests were found. 
 
Common TernSterna hirundo   Речная крачка Рачная крычка Visdief 
55 pairs. 15 nests (2-3 eggs), courtship and displaying pairs, agitated behavior and anxiety calls from adults. 
Spread colony in Central poima and more or less solitary nesting along Pripyat. Nesting site on dry sandy ridges 
with sparse vegetation. In the Western poima and the opposite poima near Turov a colony of 30 pairs together 
with Black-headed Gulls. In 2009 63 and in 2011 100 nests were reported. 
 
Whiskered TernChlidonias hybrida Белощёкая крачкаБелашчокая рыбачка Witwangstern 
77 pairs. In mid-May at three sites nest building, adults sitting on nests, agitated behavior and anxiety calls 
from adults, suggesting start of breeding. At the end of May only three nests with eggs were found and 
considerable lower numbers of birds seen. Possibly the fall of the water level had an impact on nesting. In 2009 
182 nests were counted and in 2011 133.  
 
White-winged TernChlidonias leucopterusБелокрылая крачкаБелакрылая рыбачкаWitvleugelstern 
155 pairs. In mid-May at six sites aggregations of in total 450-500 White-winged Terns were observed and 
these terns showed breeding behavior. It was not always clear whether these aggregations indicate local 
breeding birds or migrants. On May 14 in the colony on Central poima at least 7 empty, recently build nests 
were found and circa 80 birds behaved agitated and on May 17 240 birds were gathered here. On the poima 
near the APB-guesthouse 40 adults behaved agitated and were building nests. On the Eastern poima, in the 
same pool were Whiskered Tern were building nests, on May 17 also 15 pairs of White-winged Terns were 
building nests, displaying and alarm calling. These observations suggesting start of breeding of approximately 
155 pairs. At the end of May however the number of terns were considerable lower and some colonies were 
not occupied anymore. At the end of May in the colony on the Central poima 47 nests were checked, 
containing 1 egg (9 nests), 2 eggs (16 nests) and 3 eggs (22 nests). Possibly the fall of the water level in the 
course of May had an impact on nesting. In 2009 287 nests were found and in 2011 160. Apart from these nests 
in 2011, also a colony of 300 pairs was located in the small lake west ofthe APB-guesthouse. In 4-12 June 2010 
the population was estimated at least 1000 individuals, but in the course of the period numbers dropped. 
 
Black TernChlidonias niger  Чёрная крачка  Чорная рыбачка  Zwarte Stern 
8 pairs. On 14 and 17 May 5 pairs were displaying and alarming in the Central poima and on May 15the same 
was observed with 3 pairs in the Eastern poima. At the end of May only some Black Terns were seen. In 2011 
35 nests were found. 
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Common Wood PigeonColumba palumbus Вяхирь  Вялікі голуб  Houtduif 
2 pairs according to singing birds in woodland. In NE-Turov 1 pair. 
 
Eurasian Collared DoveStreptopelia decaoctoКольчатая горлицаКольчатая туркаўка Turkse Tortel 
In NE-Turov 1 pair and some more in center of Turov. 
 
Common CuckooCuculus canorus  Обыкновенная кукушка Звычайная зязюля Koekoek 
2 simultaneous singing males. In September 2010 some juveniles were spotted (Jonker et al. 2010). 
 
Common SwiftApus apus  Чёрный стриж  Чорны свіргуль  Gierzwaluw 
Tens of Swifts were foraging on the poima, most likely breeding birds of Turov. 
 
Common KingfisherAlcedo atthis Обыкновенный зимородок Звычайны зімародак IJsvogel 
Not observed in 2012. On 29 May 2011 one seen in Kremnoe. 
 
Eurasian HoopoeUpupa epops  Удод   Удод   Hop 
1 pair. One singing in trees. Also a regular singing bird in gardens in NE-Turov and another in Kremnoe. 
 
Eurasian WryneckJynx torquilla  Вертишейка  Круцігалоўка  Draaihals 
1 pair. On May 13 one singing in trees. Also two pairs in gardens in NE-Turov. On 7-12 May and 28 May-1 June 
2011 several singing in NE-Turov and Kremnoe. On 12 June 2010 four were caught in NE-Turov. 
 
Syrian WoodpeckerDendrocopos syriacusСирийский дятел ?   дзяцел Syrische Bonte Specht 
2 pair. One bird visiting nest hole in treeand regularly a pair or male near APB-guesthouse (as was the case in 
2011). Also one pair in Kremnoe. Observations of Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major (Большой 
пёстрый дятел, Вялікі дзяцел, Grote Bonte Specht) often turned out to be Syrian Woodpecker. 
 
Red-backed ShrikeLanius collurio  Обыкновенный жулан Малы грычун Grauwe Klauwier 
6 pairs in various scrub. Between 14 and 17 May new arrivals, calling and displaying. At the end of May at least 
two pairs in NE-Turov and 3 three in Kremnoe. 
 
Great Grey ShrikeLanius excubitor Серый сорокопут Вялікі грычун  Klapekster 
May 26 one in Kremnoe. On May 7 2011 one seen.Possibly breeding birds. 
 
Eurasian Golden OrioleOriolus oriolus Обыкновенная иволга ?   Wielewaal 
4 pairs in various scrub and woodland habitats. Between 14 and 17 May new arrivals, singing, calling and 
chasing. Also 3-4 pairs in trees in NE-Turov (same in 2010 and 2011), three pairs in Kremnoe and surroundings 
(same in 2011), one in Western poima and two north of Pripyat. 
 
Eurasian JayGarrulus glandarius  Сойка   Сойка   Gaai 
One seen on May 30. In 2011 one observation on May 11. Probably breeding in woodland nearby. 
 
Eurasian MagpiePica pica  Сорока   Сарока   Ekster 
At least 4 pairs, some with occupied nests in gardens in NE-Turov. 
 
Western JackdawColoeus monedula Галка   Каўка   Kauw 
Breeding in Turov. Most individuals showing characteristics of C. m soemmerringgii. 
 
RookCorvus frugilegus   Грач   Грак   Roek 
Colony of at least 30 (recently used) nests in trees at square in center of Turov; also in 2011. 
 
Hooded CrowCorvus cornix  Серая ворона  Шэрая варона  Bonte Kraai 
3 pairs. Two occupied nest in trees and one pair chasing Montague’s Harrier. Also 1 pair in Western poima. 
 
Northern RavenCorvus corax  Ворон   Крумкач  Raaf 
Regularly 1-4 adults foraging in poima, on dump near NE-Turov and flying around. Probably breeding birds. 
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Great TitParus major   Большая синица  Вялікая сініца Koolmees 
At least 2 pairs in NE-Turov. 
 
Eurasian Blue TitCyanistes caeruleusЛазоревка Сіняя сініца 
Minimum of 7 pairs in NE-Turov and 3 in Kremnoe. Pimpelmees 
 
Azure TitCyanistes cyanusКнязёкБелая сініцаAzuurmees 
3 pairs in trees, orchards and gardens. Singing. Also 1 pair in NE-Turov 
and 3 in Kremnoe and surroundings. 28 May- 1 June 2011a nest with 
young in Kremnoe (photograph 31 May 2011)). 
 
Eurasian Penduline TitRemiz pendulinus Обыкновенный ремез Звычайны рэмез Buidelmees 
4 pairs. Singing males and a nest under construction in willow. Also 1 pair Western poima, 1 NE-Turov, 2 in 
Kremnoe and 3 north of Pripyat. 
 
Eurasian SkylarkAlauda arvensis  Полевой жаворонок Палявы жаўрук  Veldleeuwerik 
98 pairs. Three nests (5-6 eggs), singing and secretly behavior. Distributed on higher grounds covered with 
short vegetation. Also some territories in Central poima where recently willows were removed. 
 
Sand MartinRiparia riparia  Береговушка  Ластаўка-зямлянка Oeverzwaluw 
234 occupied nests (scrapes) in steep edges along bank of Pripyat, counted by canoe on May 17. Feeding birds 
observed all over study area. Colony also occupied in 2010-2011.  
 
Barn SwallowHirundo rustica  Деревенская ласточка Вясковая ластаўка Boerenzwaluw 
Tens of breeding birds of Turov and Kremnoe foraging on the poima. 
 
Common House MartinDelichon urbicum Воронок  Гарадская ластаўка Huiszwaluw 
Tens of breeding birds of Turov foraging on the poima. 
 
Long-tailed TitAegithalos caudatus Ополовник  Сініца-апалоўник Staartmees 
Not observed in 2012. 31 May 2011 apparently a pair in Kremnoe. 
 
Willow WarblerPhylloscopus trochilus Пеночка-весничка Пячураўка-будаўнічок Fitis 
14 pairs singing in various scrub and woodland habitats. Also 3 singing males in Kremnoe. 
 
Common ChiffchaffPhylloscopus collybita Пеночка-теньковка Пячураўка-ценькаўка Tjiftjaf 
1-2 singing males in trees in Turov. 
 
Wood WarblerPhylloscopus sibilatrix Пеночка-трещотка Пячураўка-трашчолка Fluiter 
1 pair. May 13 one singing male in scrub and trees. Also one singing in garden in Kremnoe. Between 7 and 12 
May 2011 tens of singing birds in Turov, most likely migrants. 
 
Greenish WarblerPhylloscopus trochiloidesЗелёная пеночка Зялёная пячураўка Grauwe Fitis 
1 pair. May 17 one singing in willows, possibly migrant. 
 
Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceusДроздовидная камышевкаДраздовая чаротаўка Grote Karekiet 

1 pair. May 17 one singing in small patch of reed and reed mace, possibly migrant. 
 
Sedge WarblerAcrocephalus schoenobaenus Камышевка-барсучокЗвычайная чаротаўка Rietzanger 
137 pairs.Singing and some alarming males in not so dense marshy scrub of willow and in rough wet 
herbaceous grassland. Also 13 singing along south side of dike between Turov and Kremnoe and near Kremnoe. 
 
Marsh WarblerAcrocephalus palustris Болотная камышевка Балотная чаротаўка Bosrietzanger 
2 pairs. May 16 first arrivals singing in willows. May 17 two singing in Kremnoe.  
 
Icterine WarblerHippolais icterina Зелёная пересмешка Зялёная перасмешка Spotvogel 
3 pairs in scrub and trees. Also four singing males in NE-Turov and three in Kremnoe. 
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Common Grasshopper WarblerLocustella naeviaОбыкновенный сверчокЗвычайны цвыркунSprinkhaanzanger 
May 17 one singing in marsh north of Pripyat opposite the Eastern poima. 
 
River WarblerLocustella fluviatilis Речной сверчокРачны цвыркунKrekelzanger 
2 pairs, singing in dense willow scrub. Also 1 singing in Western poima. New arrivals in 
mid-May (photograph 1 June 2011). 
 
Eurasian BlackcapSylvia atricapillaСлавка-черноголовка Леска-чорнагалоўка 
1 singing in trees along canal in NE-Turov.    Zwartkop 
 
Garden WarblerSylvia borin Садовая славка  Садовая леска Tuinfluiter 
6 pairs, singing in willows. Also 2 singing in NE-Turov. 
 
Barred WarblerSylvia nisoria Ястребиная славка Леска-перасмешка
       Sperwergrasmus 
Not observed in 2012. 30 May 2011 heard singing in scrub near bridge in Central 
poima and in June 2010 1-5 singing males. 
 
Lesser WhitethroatSylvia curruca Славка-мельничек Леска-завірушка  Braamsluiper 
5 pairs, singing in scrub of willows. Also 5 singing in gardens in NE-Turov and 1 in Kremnoe. 
 
Common WhitethroatSylvia communis Серая славка  Шэрая леска  Grasmus 
13 pairs, singing in various scrub. Also 3 singing at the edges of NE-Turov. 
 
Eurasian TreecreeperCerthia familiaris Обыкновенная пищуха Звычайны паўзунокTaigaboomkruiper 
Not observed in 2012. 30 May 2011 singing in trees along canal in NE-Turov. 
 
Common StarlingSturnus vulgaris Обыкновенный скворец  Звычайны шпак Spreeuw 
16 pairs. At least 10 occupied nests with young in tree holes. Also 1 pair in NE-Turov and 2 in Kremnoe. 
 
Common BlackbirdTurdus merula Чёрный дрозд  ?    дрозд  Merel 
1 pair. Singing and alarming male in willow scrub. In 2011 1 singing in NE-Turov. 
 
FieldfareTurdus pilaris   Рябинник  Дрозд-піскун  Kramsvogel 
1 pair. On May 13 a singing male in small woodland. In 2011 one pair with fledged young in NE-Turov. 
 
BluethroatLuscinia svecica  Варакушка  Кралька   Blauwborst 
1 pair. Singing male in scrub along ditch. Also 1 pair anxiety calling on north side of Pripyat opposite Central 
poima.  
 
Thrush NightingaleLuscinia luscinia Обыкновенный соловейУсходні салавей Noordse Nachtegaal 
14 pairs. Singing in various scrub and woodland habitats. Also 5 singing in Western poima, 6 along Pripyat north 
of Central poima, 4 in NE-Turov and 6 in and near Kremnoe. 
 
Black RedstartPhoenicurus ochruros Горихвостка-чернушка Рудахвостка-чарнушкаZwarte Roodstaart 
15 singing and alarm calling in NE-Turov and two in Kremnoe.  
 
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  Луговой чекан  Лугавы ерчык  Paapje 
52 pairs. Singing and some anxiety calling. Concentrated at higher sandy grounds with some scrub orsolitary 
shrubs. In the north of the Central poima Whinchats inhabited an area were recently encroachment of willow 
was removed. Also 4 pairs at the south side of the dike between Turov and Kremnoe. 
 
Northern WheatearOenanthe oenanthe Обыкновенная каменка Палявая падкаменка
 TapuitAccording to observations at the end of May probably a breeding pair at the dump near NE-
Turov.Daily 1-5 migrants observed. 
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Spotted FlycatcherMuscicapa striataСерая мухоловка Шэрая валасяніца Grauwe Vliegenvanger 
2 pairs, singing in trees. In mid-May new arrivals. Also 3 pairs in NE-Turov and 3 in Kremnoe. 
 
European Pied FlycatcherFicedula hypoleuca Мухоловка-пеструшкаПярэстая валасяніцаBonte Vliegenvanger 
Not observed in 2012. Between 8-12 May 2011 some (considered as) migrants in NE-Turov. 
 
Collared FlycatcherFicedula albicollisМухоловка-белошейкаВаласяніца-белашыйкаWithalsvliegenvanger 
Not observed in 2012. On 9 and 11 May 2011 singing birds (considered as) migrants in NE-Turov. 
 
Red-breasted FlycatcherFicedula parva Малая мухоловкаМалая валасяніца Kleine Vliegenvanger 
Not observed in 2012. On 12 May 2011 one migrant near APB-guesthouse. 
 
House SparrowPasser domesticus Домовый воробей Дамавы верабей Huismus 
1 pair in building. Tens of breeding pairsin NE-Turov. One nest in barn near APB-guesthouse. 
 
Eurasian Tree SparrowPasser montanus Полевой воробей Палявы верабей  Ringmus 
5 pairs. 5 nests with young in tree holes. Also at least 4 pairs in NE-Turov and 2 in Kremnoe. 
 
Western Yellow WagtailMotacilla flava Жёлтая трясогузка Жоўтая пліска  Gele Kwikstaart 
344 pairs. The most abundant breeding species. 9 nests (4-6 eggs), singing, displaying, agitated behavior and 
anxiety calls of adults as well as pairs observed in suitable nesting habitat. Also 2 pairs in the vicinity of 
Kremnoe. Population (36 breeding birds checked) consists of M. f. flava (75%) and of individuals showing 
characteristics intermediate between M. f.flava and M. f. thunbergi (25%), with some birds even resemble M. f. 
feldegg (Balkans). 
 
Citrine WagtailMotacilla citreolaЖелтоголовая трясогузка Жоўтагаловая пліскаCitroenkwikstaart 
Not observed in 2012. On 7 May 2011 one male near Kremnoe. 
 
White WagtailMotacilla alba  Белая трясогузка Белая пліска Witte Kwikstaart 
3 pairs. Most likely nesting under bridge and in car wreck and pair feeding on sandy bank. 
 
Meadow PipitAnthus pratensis  Луговой конёк  Лугавы свірстун  Graspieper 
3 pairs. One pair carrying food for young and anxiety calling. In mid-May two pairs near APB-guesthouse not 
heard singing and probably no local breeding birds. 
 
Red-throated PipitAnthus cervinusКраснозобый конёк Чырвонаваллёвы свірстунRoodkeelpieper 
May 17 one foraging at riverbank. 
 
Common ChaffinchFringilla coelebs Зяблик   Берасцянка  Vink 
16 pairs. Singing in trees and larger scrub and concentrated in woodland habitats. Also at least 5 pairs in NE-
Turov and 5 pairs in or near Kremnoe. 
 
BramblingFringilla montifringilla  Юрок   Звычайны юрок  Keep 
Not observed in 2012. 7 May 2011 seen in Turov. 
 
European SerinSerinus serinus Европейский вьюрок Еўрапейскі юрок Europese Kanarie 
Al least 6 singing males in NE-Turov and one in Kremnoe. 
 
European GreenfinchChloris chloris Обыкновенная зеленушка ?  Groenling 
2 pairs. Singing in trees near buildings. Also 10 singing and alarm calling in NE-Turov and two in Kremnoe. 
 
European GoldfinchCarduelis carduelis  Щегол  Чорнагаловы шчыгел Putter 
3 pairs. Singing and displaying pairs in woodland habitat. Also 8 pairs in NE-Turov and two in Kremnoe 
 
Common LinnetCarduelis cannabina  Коноплянка  Канаплянка Kneu 
2 pairs. Singing and feeding pairs in herbaceous grassland. 
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Common RosefinchCarpodacus erythrinus Обыкновенная чечевица Звычайны чаромашнікRoodmus 
8 pairs. Singing in woodland habitats and larger scrub. In mid-May new arrivals. Also 3 singing in Kremnoe and 
surroundings. 
 
HawfinchCoccothraustes coccothraustes  Обыкновенный дубоноc Звычайны таўстадзюбAppelvink 
May 30 one in NE-Turov, possibly local breeding bird. Also observed in May 2011 and June 2010. 
 
YellowhammerEmberiza citrinella Обыкновенная овсянка Звычайная стрынатка Geelgors 
5 pairs. Singing in trees and larger scrub. Also one pair in Kremnoe. 
 
Common Reed BuntingEmberiza schoeniclusКамышовая овсянкаСтрынатка-чаротаўка Rietgors 
103 pairs. Three nests (4-6 eggs), twelve observations of distraction-display, several observations of adults 
carrying food for young, secretly behavior and singing. Widely distributed and inhabited marshy areas with 
somewhat rough herbaceous/grassland and some scrub. Also two pairs in the vicinity of Kremnoe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing and displaying Western Yellow Wagtail (29 May 2011). 
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5 DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
In 2012, we made an initial attempt to carrying out simultaneously the method of nest searches and 
mapping of breeding birds. This attempt seems fairly successful with respect to the counting in mid-
May.  
However, the number of registered pairs in 2012 does not deliver the full picture of all breeding 
species, because: 
- most areas were covered only once, while at least 5 visits should be necessary (Bibby et al. 2000, 

van Dijk & Boele 2011, Gilbert et al. 1998, Südbeck et al. 2005). 
- the area was not visited in March-April and in June, hence early and late breeders may have 

missed or were underestimated. 
- the area was not fully covered during the night when species as rails, bitterns and some 

passerines are active. 
- sometimes it is unclear whether an observed (displaying or singing) bird is a local breeding bird 

or a non-breeding bird e.g. migrant. 
Despite these shortcomings during the visits in mid-May a lot of nests were found of waders and 
other waterbirds and most species on the open floodplains and meadows were very active in the 
breeding process and often observations of high breeding evidence were collected. The ratio of the 
number of waders and other waterbirds mapped in 2012 is rather similar to the maximum number of 
nests found in 2008-2011 (Appendix 2).However, the number of breeding terns could not be 
established properly. In Mid-May most colonies seemed occupied according the breeding behavior of 
the terns. But at the end of May numbers were dropped and some colonies disappeared, suggesting 
that breeding terns hadleft the area (after nest failure?).It is also possible that during counting in 
mid-May non-breeders were involved. 
Nevertheless the numerical distribution of most species of floodplains and meadows is considered 
fairly reliable. More deviations of the actual number can be expected in woodland and marshland 
habitats, where the breeding season is prolonged and often without a period with peak 
numbers.During visits in mid-May we probably have missed some species or individuals active early 
in the breeding season (some tits, finches and buntings, Bluethroat, Fieldfare) or late in the season 
(Little Bittern, Eurasian Golden Oriole, Greenish Warbler, Marsh Warbler, Barred Warbler, Common 
Rose Finch). In mid-May some migratory species were even still not present in their breeding 
grounds.  
 
Both the method of nest searches as the mapping methods have advantage and disadvantages.  
Nest searches can provide a direct measure of the population of an area, since the number of nest 
found can be used as an index of population level (Bibby et al. 2000). However the method is very 
labor intensive and time spend (if not standardized) has great impact on the numbers.  
Nest searches give valuable information of the nesting success and the nest location. For measuring 
the population, this method is most profitable for species with a well-defined and short nesting 
period, e.g. most waders, tern and gulls. Nest finding is slow, but the success can be improved 
through practice and training.  
In Turov nest searches is restricted to waders, gulls and terns in open fields. For ducks and passerine 
species of open fields e.g. Eurasian Skylark, Blue-headed Wagtail, in practice nest searches as a 
measure of the population is unfeasible (leaving aside the probable disturbance among breeding 
birds). This is even more true in woodland and marshland habitats were nest searches is very 
laborious and unrealistic in practice. 
 
Mapping of breeding birds provide information about the distribution and numbers of all species in 
all landscapes and is used for monitoring in several countries(Bibby et al. 2000, van Dijk & Boele 
2011, Gilbert et al. 1998, Südbeck et al. 2005). The method is time consuming to complete in the 
field (with several visits in March-June) and to analyze. A trained person can cover an area of 100-200 
ha in open landscape and 20-40 ha in woodland/marshland per visit on one day (van Dijk & Boele 
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201). Knowledge of the song and various calls of breeding birds is essential for mapping, but in the 
open field in Turov relatively few songbirds do occur.With respect to the interpretation of results (i.e. 
observations of different visits convert into territories) the analysis can be  computerized (as is the 
case in The Netherlands, van Dijk & Boele 2011), providing time savings and a standardized 
output.Mapping does not provide detailed information of breeding success, but some information 
can be extracted from observations of the number of pairs with fledged young or adults carrying 
food for young.  
 
The combined methods used in 2012 have shown the possibility to achieve fairly reliable distribution 
maps of most species of the poima near Turov, but only with extra effort and good planning. Regular 
repetition of this method over the years, for example in the reserve of APB, will get insight into the 
development of breeding birds. Maybe this can start in 2013 when Dutch birdwatchers will visit again 
the area. Another goal in 2013 can be the investigation of the breeding population in the Western 
poima, since little is known of this area. The first priority in 2013 however will be the assistance in 
nest searches. 
 
Among most Dutch birdwatchers the knowledge and experience of nest searches and identification 
of eggs and nestlings in general is reducing. Concerning the reliability of the results of nest searches it 
would be helpful to have a manual with photographs (and description) of nests of all regular 
breeding waders, terns, gulls and ducks in the Turov-area.  
 
The presented results show that this part of the flood plains and meadows along the Pripyat has a 
very rich avifauna especially of breeding waders and other waterbirds. The area still meets the 
required standards of IBATuraῠskaje balonnie (BY046) of the trigger species Black-tailed Godwit. The 
estimated population of this species in 2000-2006 was 40-100 breeding pairs (BirdLife International 
(2012)and in 2012 we countedat least 103 breeding pairs. 
Many other speciescounted, including Garganey, Common Pochard, Corn Crake, Great Snipe, 
Common Redshanks and Little Tern, contribute greatly to the overall population of the trigger 
species in the IBA of the Mid-Pripyat (BirdLife international 2012, Appendix 3). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
 
 
 
 

Great Snipe (30 May 2011) 
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Appendix 1. Notes on procedures for nest control and ringing at Turau meadows (APB, May 9, 2011). 

 

 

Overall guidance 

- the time spent at the islands need to be minimized  

- nest control is not performed at bad weather conditions or when the grass is wet, with rain, 

wind, low temperature (10 and below) 

- islands should not be re-visited during the same day 

- if in doubts regarding anything – consult people at the ringing station  

 

What information is needed for each island 

- data on nests (see below) 

- data on registration of rare species with nesting behavior: Terek Sandpiper, Ringed Plover,  

Great Snipe, Black-tailed Godwit 

- information on registration of predators – fox in the first place 

- other information which is considered interesting or important 

 

A. If new nest is found 

1.Acquire GPS coordinates 

- the coordinate system must be UTM/WGS 

- ideally (but not obligatory), the mark at the GPS should be the same as the number 

 on the stick. 

 

2. Marking the nest with a numbered stick 

The nest is marked with a stick with unique number. The marking rule differs 

depending on the locality of the nest.  

a) For Turov meadows – where the GSM tower is visible - the stick is placed on 

imaginative line nest – tower, at 60 cm away from the nest, between the nest and the 

GSM tower. 

b) For meadows downstream from Ringing station – where GSM tower is not visible – 

the stick is oriented by the number towards the nest and is placed 60 cm away from 

the nest between the nest and the town.  

 

3. Record the nest details 

a) species (if in doubt – photo must be taken for identification).  

Use species code and number of nest at GPS: 

H …– Charadrius hiaticula (Ringed Plover) 

L …– Limosa limosa (Black-tailed Godwit) 

M …– Gallinago media (Great Snipe) 

O …– Haematopus ostralegus (Oystercatcher) 

T …– Tringa totanus (Redshank) 

V …– Vanallus vanellus (Lapwing) 

X …– Xenus cinereus (Terek Sandpiper) 

b) count number of eggs 

c) record the conditions of eggs (e.g. if hatching has started) 
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4. Which nests are marked 

- waders, Little Tern 

- other gulls and terns – only nests outside of colonies 

Nests of ducks are not marked with sticks, but otherwise described 

Colonial sites for terns and gulls: 

- GPS coordinate of the center of the colony 

- the number nests 

 

B. If old nest is found 

Record 

- nest number 

- species 

- number of eggs 

- conditions of eggs (e.g. if hatching has started or the nest looks abandoned) 

- if no eggs are found – look around for possible reasons (hatched – small parts of egg 

shell are in the nest, predated, etc.). 

 

C. Nestlings 

 - if the chicks are in the nest 

- describe nest according to procedures for new or old nests 

 - ring the chicks 

- the ring is to be placed on right tibia (or left tarsus) 

- pay attention to ring sizes 

  - GS – Great Snipe 

  - S– Lapwing, Redshank, Ruff, Spotted Crake 

  - T– Terek Sandpiper, Marsh Sandpiper 

  - HS – Common Snipe 

  - JS–Ringed Plover 

  - F–Black-tailed Godwit, Oystercatcher 

  - terns and gulls are not ringed.  

 

Evening counts of roosting ruffs 

- from either of observation platforms count 

 - first, all birds that are seen on the meadows 

 - all flocks which arrive for roosting 
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Appendix 2. Number of nests found in the Central and Eastern poima in 2008-2011. Differences 
between years are due to effort and coverage. Data kindly provided by Natalya Karlionova. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Whiskered Tern (30 May 2011) 
 
 

English Scientific Russian 2008 2009 2010 2011

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Кряква 4

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata Широконоска 5

Northern Pintail Anas acuta Шилохвость 1

Garganey Anas querquedula Чирок-трескунок 11

Common Pochard Aythya ferina Красноголовый нырок 2

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Хохлатая чернеть 2

Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Гоголь 1

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Малая поганка 1 0

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Черношейная поганка 1-3 5

Corn Crake Crex crex Коростель 3 2

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana Погоныш 3 19

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra Лысуха 2 5

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Кулик-сорока 2 2

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Чибис 122 49-72 47 214

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Галстучник 22 9 1 14

Great Snipe Gallinago media Дупель  1 11

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago Бекас  2 2

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa Большой веретенник 1 10 9

Common Redshank Tringa totanus Травник 85 38-56 41 132

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis Поручейник   2

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus Мородунка 3 12 2 4

Ruff Philomachus pugnax Турухтан  2

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus Озёрная чайка 467 648

Little Tern Sternula albifrons Малая крачка 2 30

Common Tern Sterna hirundo Речная крачка 63 100

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida Белощёкая крачка 182 133

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus Белокрылая крачка 287 160

Black Tern Chlidonias niger Чёрная крачка 3 35

Total 233 1137-1180 91 1555
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Appendix 3. Ornithological and other information of the Important Bird Area’s Mid Prypiac’ and 
Turaῠskaje balonnie (BirdLife International 2012). 
 

    BY017 Mid-Prypiac’ 
Location Belarus, Brest,Gomel 

Central coordinates 27
o
 0.00' East52

o
 15.00' North 

IBA criteria A1, A4i, A4iii, B1i, B2, B3 

Area 98,676 ha 

Altitude 120 - 150m  

Year of IBA assessment 2005 

 

Ornithological information Throughout the history of scientific research in the Mid-Pripyat 

Reserve, 182 bird species, including 155 breeding species, have been recorded. 52 National 

Red Data Book species are registered in the area, of which 39 breed. The Pripyat floodplain 

hosts constant and large populations of the following globally threatened species: Aquatic 

Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola, Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga, Corncrake Crex 

crex, Great Snipe Gallinago media, Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca, and Lesser White-

fronted Goose Anser erythropus. For 27 bird species, the area supports more than 1% of their 

national populations. The floodplain of the Pripyat river has a special international value for 

several waterfowl species during their spring migration. The overall number of geese that 

migrate along the Pripyat floodplain is estimated at 50,000 individuals. The figure for Wigeon 

Anas penelope is estimated to be 30,000.  

Site description The site is the largest floodplain tract of the main waterway of the Polesie 

region, i.e. the Pripyat river. The site is located between the mouths of the Yaselda and the 

Stviga rivers, and has preserved its naturalness well. The IBA is about 120 km long and 4-14 

km wide. Natural vegetation covers about 92% of the IBA. The site is very important for its 

primeval floodplain forests and meadows.  

Populations of IBA trigger species 

Species Season Period Population estimate 
Quality of 

estimate 

IBA 

Criteria 

IUCN 

Category 

Bean Goose Anser fabalis passage  1995  2,000-10,000 individuals  good  A4i, B1i  Least Concern  

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser 

albifrons 

passage  1995  10,000-30,000 

individuals  

medium  A4i, B1i  Least Concern  

Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser 

erythropus 

passage  1995  50-250 individuals  poor  B1i  Vulnerable  

Greylag Goose Anser anser passage  1995  200-500 individuals  medium  B1i  Least Concern  

Gadwall Anas strepera breeding  1995  600-800 breeding pairs  medium  A4i, B1i, 

B2  

Least Concern  

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope passage  1995  10,000-20,000 

individuals  

medium  A4i, B1i  Least Concern  

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos breeding  1995  10,000-15,000 breeding 

pairs  

medium  B1i  Least Concern  

Garganey Anas querquedula breeding  1995  6,000-10,000 breeding 

pairs  

medium  A4i, B1i, 

B2  

Least Concern  

Common Pochard Aythya ferina breeding  1995  1,500-2,000 breeding 
pairs  

medium  B1i  Least Concern  

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca breeding  1995  50-150 breeding pairs  poor  A1  Near 

Threatened  

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/info/ibacriteria
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/info/ibacriteria
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=375
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=376
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=376
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=377
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=377
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=378
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=427
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=429
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=435
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=460
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=472
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=476
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Black Stork Ciconia nigra breeding  1995  50-70 breeding pairs  medium  A4i, B1i, 

B2  

Least Concern  

White Stork Ciconia ciconia breeding  1995  300-500 breeding pairs  medium  B2  Least Concern  

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus breeding  1995  50 breeding pairs  -  B3  Least Concern  

Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga breeding  2001  13-20 breeding pairs  good  A1  Vulnerable  

Corncrake Crex crex breeding  1995  500-2,000 breeding pairs  poor  A1  Least Concern  

Little Crake Porzana parva breeding  1996  300 breeding pairs  -  B3  Least Concern  

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana breeding  1996  700 breeding pairs  -  B3  Least Concern  

Great Snipe Gallinago media breeding  1995  1,000 breeding pairs  good  A1  Near 

Threatened  

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa breeding  1986  500-1,000 breeding pairs  poor  B2  Near 
Threatened  

Common Redshank Tringa totanus breeding  1986  1,000 breeding pairs  medium  A4i, B1i, 

B2  

Least Concern  

Little Gull Larus minutus breeding  1996  50-100 breeding pairs  medium  B2  Least Concern  

Little Tern Sterna albifrons breeding  1986  150-250 breeding pairs  medium  B1i, B2  Least Concern  

White-winged Tern Chlidonias 
leucopterus 

breeding  1995  3,000-7,000 breeding 
pairs  

medium  A4i, B1i  Least Concern  

Black Tern Chlidonias niger breeding  1995  500-1,000 breeding pairs  medium  A4i, B1i, 

B2  

Least Concern  

Eurasian Eagle-owl Bubo bubo breeding  1990  10-20 breeding pairs  medium  B2  Least Concern  

Tawny Owl Strix aluco resident  1990  300 breeding pairs  medium  B3  Least Concern  

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus resident  1996  30-60 breeding pairs  medium  B2  Least Concern  

European Roller Coracias garrulus breeding  1986  30 breeding pairs  medium  B2  Near 
Threatened  

Sand Martin Riparia riparia breeding  1986  20,000-30,000 breeding 

pairs  

medium  B2  Least Concern  

Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus 
paludicola 

breeding  1996  150-400 males only  medium  A1  Vulnerable  

 

 
BY046 Turaῠskaje balonnie 

Location Belarus, Gomel 

Central coordinates 27
o
 44.40' East52

o
 4.93' North 

IBA criteria B2 

Area 672 ha 

Altitude  

Year of IBA assessment 2007 

 

Populations of IBA trigger species 

Species Season Period Population estimate 
Quality of 

estimate 

IBA 

Criteria 

IUCN Category 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa 

limosa 

breeding  2000-

2006  

40-100 breeding 

pairs  

good  B2  Near 

Threatened  

 
 

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3830
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3835
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3411
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3531
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=2878
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=2900
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=2903
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=2989
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3003
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3017
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3250
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3276
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3291
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3291
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3292
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=2215
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=2240
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=2322
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=1033
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=7105
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=7597
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=7597
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/info/ibacriteria
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/info/ibacriteria
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3003
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3003
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Appendix 4. BirdLife Belarus (APB). 

 
BirdLife Belarus (APB)  
BirdLife Belarus (APB) is the BirdLife Partner  

Founded in: 1998  

Members: 600  

Staff: 6  

Address: P.O. Box 306, Minsk, 220050 Belarus  

Email:apb@tut.by 

Web:http://www.ptushki.org      Akhova Ptushak Belarusi 

Mission of the organisation 

Conservation of biological diversity for the benefit of the present and future generations and involvement 

of people in active nature protection activities. 

Key Activities 

 Study and conservation of wild birds 

 Participation in restoration of populations of rare bird species, as well as species known to have been 

nest in the region previously 

 Participation in detecting, conservation and restoration of habitats important for birds 

 Involvement of people in practical activities aimed at conservation of wild bird species and their habitats; 

facilitating more active participation of the public in nature conservation activities 

 Facilitating the wise use of natural resources 

Recent Achievements 

 A comprehensive management plan for Conservation of Fen Mire Biodiversity in Belarus signed by all 

stakeholders and approved by the Ministry of Environment 

 A number of the globally threatened Greater Spotted Eagle were located in Eastern Belarus 

 The syllabus of the Wildlife Belarus was published in the official journal of the Ministry of Education: 

Biology: Problems of teaching 

 The Save toads on the roads campaign was supported by APB. Early April, a camp was organised in 

Berezinsky reserve IBA, where students from Minsk and local children caught amphibia on one side of 

the Minsk-Vitebsk road and released them in safe places on the other side. Educational films and lectures 

in local schools followed 

 Bird ringing camps were organised in April and August in Turaw. T-shirts for participants at the August 

camp with APB and BirdLife logos produced 

 APB organised an action to rescue oiled Mute Swans in Minsk. The Minsk zoo, Minsk city committee of 

MNREP, and Minsk state light enterprise were involved. Newspapers and TV devoted many articles to the 

topic 

 A brochure First independent public report: Ecological problems in Belarus was produced 

 

mailto:apb@tut.by
http://www.ptushki.org/
http://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/national/belarus/index.html

